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Hurricane Milton Resources  

“The vote is precious. It is almost sacred. It is the most powerful nonviolent tool we have in a democracy.”
                                                                                                                                                                           ~ John Lewis

Solidarity ReportSolidarity Report
A Special Election Newsletter for Members of VUE  

During a crisis, you and your family can count on VUE, FEA,
AFT, NEA, and the AFL - CIO to have your back. As you
recover from two devastating hurricanes, we are working
harder than ever to make sure that you have the information
and resources you need to take care of yourselves and your
loved ones.  

We are sharing the Hurricane Resources that have been
provided by FEA below, and will continue to provide updates
as more information becomes available.  PLEASE do not
hesitate to reach out to the office if you need support.  We are
here to help.  (386) 238-1605.

Disaster Relief Information 

For those affected by a hurricane and seeking relief assistance,
the first thing you must do is register with
www.disasterassistance.gov or by calling 800-621-3362 or
TTY 800-462-7585.

If you use 711 or Video Relay Service (VRS), call 800-621-
3362. Operators are multilingual and calls are answered seven
days a week from 7 a.m. to 11 p.m. ET.

Critical FEMA and Florida-specific resources
FEMA Website and Helpline 800-621-3362

FEMA coordinates response to disasters occurring within the
United States. Those who have suffered significant damage to
their homes can apply for government assistance on their
home page: Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA)
Contact the FEMA Helpline if you have questions about:

The help offered by FEMA.
How to apply for assistance.
Information in your account.

Call 7 a.m. to 11 p.m. ET, 7 days a week:
1-800-621-FEMA (1-800-621-3362)
TTY 1-800-462-7585
711 or VRS 1-800-621-3362
You can also send an email from the Disaster Assistance
webform 

(https://www.fema.gov/assistance/individual) 

For additional information, please visit the FEA Hurricane
Resources page at https://feaweb.org/member-
center/hurricane-resources/

Hurricane Milton Survey
As you know, hours are a mandatory subject of bargaining
and therefore, any plan to make up the time schools and
district offices were closed, must be negotiated.  

We will begin conversations with district leadership about
how to create a plan to recover the instructional hours lost as
soon as possible.

It is our hope that the Governor will waive some of the hours,
but until an order is granted, we need to calculate the time
based upon the three day closure.  

VUE is not one person or group.  VUE is every member of
our union and because the decision to make up the time will
effect everyone, we need your input.

Please take a few minutes to answer the questions in this
survey so that we will have your input when we have
conversations with the district.  Thank you. 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/N5NRMPM

Reminder: Grading Period Change
As a reminder, the end of the grading period has been moved
to Thursday, October 17, 2024.  Grades will be due at the end
of the day.  The second quarter will begin on Friday, October
18, 2024.  

We are encouraging everyone to close out grades on Monday,
October 14, 2024 as originally planned if possible. Please
remember that you as an educational professional make the
decision on the grade to assign a student.  You cannot be
forced to change/assign a grade.  However, administration is
able to change a grade after following a contractually agreed
upon process as stated in Article 20 of the CBA.  If you have
questions about this process, please contact the office at (386)
238-1605.  
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Make Your Plan to VOTE! 
Voting is a fundamental principle and all Americans deserve
equal opportunity to make their voices heard in our
democracy.  

This right is not afforded to everyone, but as citizens of the
United States, it is one of the most basic promises provided in
our Constitution. 

Voting allows individuals to participate in their government
and have a voice about issues that impact and affect their
lives.  Through your vote, you can express your opinion on
the issues that matter the most to you.  

It is important that each of us make a plan to vote in the
upcoming election on Tuesday, November 5th.  

As public school professionals, it is important that you
consider how you can vote to ensure that we are building a
brighter future of Florida’s students and our schools.  

Please take a moment to check the following: 

Request an absentee ballot (a.k.a. Vote-by-Mail ballot)
Preview your ballot
Support pro-public education candidates

Click any of the bulleted points for additional information. 

Mark your calendars with these very important dates!

October 21 - Early Voting Begins (8:00 - 6:00 pm)
October 24 - Last Day to request a ballot by mail 
November 2 - Early Voting Ends 
November 5 - Election Day

For information about early voting locations, and precinct
locations, please visit the Volusia County Supervisor of
Elections website at https://www.volusiaelections.gov/

Important Dates - 2024 Election

Our Position: Amendment 1
As an organization we do not take a position on social issues.
We believe that each individual must make a decision for him
or herself that aligns with their personal beliefs and values. 

However, as educational professionals, when issues are
brought to the voters that directly impact you and your
ability to earn a living and take care of your family, we must
stand our ground and fight for our students and our public
schools. 

Amendment 1 is a proposal that will bring partisan politics to
our school boards.  This proposal was not created by teachers,
parents or community members from Florida.  It was
proposed by anti-public education politicians and influencers
who are determined to keep Florida’s Public Schools at the
bottom.  Some of these same individuals are responsible for
average teacher pay in Florida falling to #50 in the nation,
attacking your right to join your union, and to continue to
offer poverty level wages to support staff. 

The time is now to fight back at the ballot box.  We cannot
allow partisan politics to continue to use our public schools as
weapons and pawns for political agendas.  

We must continue to keep our school board neutral and
focused on students and those who work to support their
learning.  Let’s keep our school board free from political
influence by Voting NO on Amendment 1! 

https://feaweb.org/member-center/voter-toolkit/
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The following candidates have been endorsed by the V/F CLC
and VUE: 

VCS School Board 

District 2 - Cassandra “Cassie” Gonyer (member of  the
Brevard Federation of  Teachers) 
District 4 - Carl Persis (Incumbent)

Florida House of Representatives

HD 28 - John Navarra (VUE member) 
HD 29 - Rosemarie Latham

The Volusia United Educators makes decisions to endorse
candidates utilizing the process and local input of the affiliated
unions within the Volusia/Flagler Central Labor Council.  

Candidate endorsements are based upon a commitment to our
public schools, our students, and the people who get the work
done.  Supporting working families and the values and belief
systems of our union is what matters the most. 

How you vote is a personal decision.  As an educational
professional, exercising your right and responsibility to vote is
an obligation to your students, your colleagues, and your
community.  When you vote, we all win! 

For a complete list of FEA endorsed candidates, please
visit,https://feaweb.org/member-center/voter-toolkit/ 

If you have any questions, please call the office at (386) 238-
1605

  

Meet Cassie Gonyer! 

A Message from  Carl Persis!

Endorsed Candidates 

VUE Member: John Navarra! 

John Navarra is a veteran
VUE member and a member
of the Volusia /Flagler
Central Labor Council. He
is running for the Florida
House District 28.  

Please visit John’s website
at, http://navarraforfl.com/

As a principal, I loved coming to work
and being with students, teachers and
support staff. That experience taught
me to value and appreciate all
employees. I also learned the
educators, who can make a positive
difference, are the ones closest to the
students.

Visit the FB page for Mr. Persis at,
https://www.facebook.com/VoteCarl
Persis/. 

Cassie Gonyer is a science teacher whose children attend
Volusia County Schools.  Cassie knows that getting Volusia
County students to succeed starts with making sure parents

and teachers are working together! 

Visit Cassie’s website at,
https://www.gonyer4schoolboard.com/, 

to learn more about her platform. 
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